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POPCORN—AN ILLINOIS FOOD CROP 
"| @ The dimes and quarters spent by Americans of all ages of the United States. Ears of corn have been found in 
— @ for popcorn at circuses, carnivals, theaters, and at the ancient ruins at these locations. The fact that it was 
— @ corner stand add up to a multimillion-dollar business. In popcorn is substantiated by the discovery of actual popped 
__| @ 1945, United States farmers gained over $16,000,000 from kernels of corn, as well as tightly woven bags filled with 
the sale of popcorn—an all-time high. In 1946, it fine ground corn meal, similar in appearance to what the 
~ | amounted to $9,000,000. A good share of this money came Aztecs and modern Mexicans know as “pinole,” a corn 
— @ to Illinois, one of the leading producers of popcorn. In meal prepared by grinding popped corn into a fine meal. 
a7 the bumper year of 1945, Illinois ranked third in volume The exceptionally arid climate in parts of Peru and Chile 
of production with over 56,000,000 pounds valued at more has preserved these findings to this day. ; 
than $2,000,000. In North America popcorn was also raised some 1,500 
a Popcorn production during the war years probably years ago by the “Basket-Makers,” a race of people 
| @ increased, percentagewise, more than that of any other living in the southwest corner of Colorado. Traces 
= feld crop. The United States production from 1912 to are still being unearthed which show the cultivation of 
ff 1940 ranged from 5 to 100 million pounds annually. Since popcorn many years ago in other places in the Mississippi 
— @@ then it has ranged from 125 to 400 million pounds. Illi- Valley. Thus popcorn actually antedates by many years 
| nois, a leading popcorn producer for many years, has in- the discovery of America. The reason for this persistence 
~ | creased its acreage of popcorn in the past few years. is at least partially due to the food value to be found in 
__ @ The average Illinois production from 1935 to 1943 was popcorn. This variety of corn contains more protein, more 
ff 13,700,000 pounds, whereas for 1944 and 1945 it averaged carbohydrates, and more heat energy units than other 
aT over 40,000,000 pounds. Present production of popcorn in varieties of corn. Actual figures show 77.8 per cent carbo- 
Illinois is carried on throughout the State, but about hydrates, 11.4 per cent protein, 5.2 per cent fat, 4.0 per 
half of the Illinois crop comes from Gallatin, Saline, and cent water, and 1.6 per cent ash. 
= White counties in Southern Illinois. Other leading coun- Today we are again putting this nourishing food to 
| tes include Clark, Grundy, Iroquois, and McLean. use. Ground popcorn can be prepared as a cereal. A mill 
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Popcorn, more properly called “Zea Mays everta,” is 
grown in many countries and under many names. In the 
United States, where corn is the most important crop 
grown and where almost one tenth of all farm land is 
planted in corn, popcorn makes up a very small percent- 
age of the total corn planting. The importance of this 
variety of corn stems from its use as a food as well as a 
confectionery item. 

The value of popcorn lies almost wholly in its tendency 
to pop completely into a large starchy mass, since this is 
the only form in which it has a sufficient value as an 
edible product to make it worthy of cultivation. This 
popping characteristic was known to the world many 
years ago. Present research into the history of corn has 
shown that popcorn was cultivated as far back as 400 
A.D. In very early times highly civilized peoples who 
made remarkable pottery and textiles were established 
along the coast of Peru and Chile. They grew small- 
kerneled popcorns. 

The ancient people who lived in Central America also 
faised popcorn very similar to that now grown in parts 


is now producing popcorn flour which is then made into 
popcorn bread. And thousands of pounds of popcorn go 
to private homes to be popped and served as a treat. 

Processing of popcorn prior to packaging is accom- 
plished by grading, sorting, cleaning, and then condition- 
ing the corn. This last process includes adjusting the 
moisture content to around 13.5 per cent, which has been 
found to be most suitable for popping. Actually the 
phenomenon of popping which converts the small hard 
kernel into a flaky, starchy mass, 15 to 30 times its 
original size, is not clearly understood by scientists. It is 
known that moisture in the kernel, especially in the starch 
cells, is a controlling factor. , 

The future of popcorn is dependent upon the present 
research being done by universities and colleges and other 
organizations throughout the country. The University of 
Illinois is playing a part in this program by doing work 
in the development of a better variety of white hull-less 
popcorn — one which will have the most desirable taste 
and texture, pop completely, and increase its size to the 
maximum when popped. 


KNOW YOUR STATE 


3 
| 
? ~~ 
Ww 
| 
| 
if 
| 


ILLINOIS BUSINESS REVIEW 


Published monthly by the 


BUREAU OF ECONOMIC AND BUSINESS RESEARCH 
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 


The material appearing in the Illinois Business Review is derived from 
various primary sources and compiled by the Bureau of Economic and 
Business Research. Its chief purpose is to provide businessmen of the 
State and other interested persons with current information on business 
conditions. The Review will be sent free on request. 

Entered as second-class matter February 5, 1944, at the post office at 
Urbana, Illinois, under the Act of August 24, 1912. 


BUREAU OF ECONOMIC AND BUSINESS RESEARCH 
Staff 


H. K. Aten, 
Director 
Hizpa R. Srice, 
Editor of Publications 


Norman G,. BITTERMANN, 
Research Associate 


Vircinia S. SPEERS, 
Research Assistant 
La VERNE S. BLOOMBERG, 
Statistician 
Vircinia H. Cies, 
Research Assistant 


PRICES 


The subject of prices is receiving a great deal of atten- 
tion nowadays. If it is possible for a country to talk 
itself into a substantial decline in the general price level, 
such a decline is assured. Writers and speakers are in al- 
most unanimous agreement that we are at or near the 
peak of the postwar inflation and that a reversal of the 
price trend is imminent. President Truman in a recent 
address emphasized the importance of voluntary price 
reductions. The flat reduction of 10 per cent in retail 
prices at Newburyport, Massachusetts, and Pottstown, 
Pennsylvania, has received wide publicity. Sentiment in 
the stock market is far from optimistic. 

The current attitude toward prices prevails despite the 
fact that the physical volume of production for the coun- 
try as a whole now stands at a record peacetime high. 
Total employment in the nation at present is approxi- 
mately 55,500,000, or about 4,000,000 more than on V-J 
Day. Not more than 2,500,000 members of the labor force 
are unemployed; this figure is not greatly in excess of the 
minimum for the last sixteen years. National income is at 
the highest level in the history of the country; and the 
country has a six years’ accumulation of shortages of 
durable goods of all kinds. 

In view of the foregoing basic economic factors, why 
should there be so much talk about a decline in the gen- 
eral level of prices? The answer lies largely in the mal- 
adjustment in the purchasing power of consumers and in 
serious price disparities. Except for debtor-creditor re- 
lationships and fixed incomes, it makes little difference 
in the long run whether the price level is high or low. 
Whether the price of wheat is $2 per bushel or $2,000 
per bushel is not important, except for the considerations 
mentioned, if all other prices are properly related to 
wheat and to each other. Over a period of years prices 
tend to come into balance with each other, but in short 
periods serious maladjustments in price relationships 
sometimes occur. War, with its heavy reliance upon bor- 
rowing from commercial banks to secure needed funds, is 
primarily responsible for the price and general economic 
dislocations of the present century. 

As a result of these large borrowings, the volume of 
money in circulation in the country has quadrupled and 
the amount of bank deposits has more than doubled since 


the outbreak of World War II. This extraordinarily gre, 
increase in purchasing power, coupled with the fact tha 
about one-half of the productive resources of the count, 
were used for the prosecution of the war, is the Primary 
cause of the inflation and price disparities that plague th. 
country today. Neither labor nor management is primarily 
responsible for our dilemma although both groups hay 
contributed to it. 

The degree of inflation that has occurred is evidence; 
by the fact that the general price level has skyrockete; 
approximately 55 per cent in the relatively short perio 
since the beginning of the war. Even more significan; 
from the standpoint of the time element is the fact thy 
the BLS Index of Consumers’ Prices (1935-39 = 10) 
increased from 133.3 in June, 1946, to 156.3 in March, 
1947. The take-home pay of workers in most of the 
strongly-organized unions has kept up with or ahead of 
the increase in living costs. The wages of millions of 
other workers, however, especially many of those in the 
white-collar group, have lagged behind the cost of living. 
Another large group whose incomes have increased little, 
if any, since the war began consists of pensioners, an- 
nuitants, reliefers, certain owners of rental properties, 
and those living on investments with a fixed return. 

The precipitous rise in the general price level has 
forced a reduction in purchases for a sizable segment of 
the population. This reduction until recently has been 
offset by the purchases of those who enjoy a favorable 
economic position and by the purchases of merchants and 
manufacturers to build up war-depleted stocks. Some in- 
dividuals who have been caught in the price squeeze have 
dipped into savings and many others are saving ata 
reduced rate. Recently, indications have developed of an 
over-all decrease in purchases. Pre-Easter sales were dis- 
appointing and the sales since Easter have been below 
expectations. To an increasing extent buyers are adopting 
a “wait and see” attitude. Special difficulty is being ex- 
perienced in clearing merchandise of inferior quality. 

Shortages of durable goods still exist and some types 
of such goods will be in short supply for many months; 
but shortages of nondurable goods are gradually disap- 
pearing. The present large volume and recent rapid rise 
in manufacturers’ inventories is causing alarm. These i- 
ventories now stand at approximately $20,000,000,000, or 
almost double the amount of a year ago. The ratio be- 
tween manufacturers’ inventories and sales is not yet out 
of line, but a further increase in inventories or a decline 
in sales will create an unbalanced relationship. 

A serious maladjustment exists in the price structure 
as a result of the fact that wholesale prices of farm 
products have skyrocketed 138 per cent since 1 
whereas wholesale prices for other commodities have 
risen only 53 per cent. Because agricultural production 
cannot be increased or decreased rapidly, a change in de- 
mand causes wide fluctuations in agricultural prices. For 
this reason, agricultural prices are especially vulnerable 
to a substantial decline. Such a decline could occur de- 
spite the government support program, because the get- 
eral level of agricultural prices is well above the price 
floors. Other signs of rough sailing ahead are the increase 
in business failures, the decline in net savings of indi- 
viduals, the increase in consumer borrowings, and the 
decline in construction activity. 

Although a general decline in prices in the near future 
appears likely, the consensus of a large majority of eco 
nomic analysts is that the anticipated recession will be 0! 
relatively short-term duration and that it will not mark 
the beginning of a major economic. depression. 
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HIGH LIGHTS OF THE NATION’S BUSINESS— APRIL 


During the first two weeks of April general business 
activity declined, but it rose again during the last two 
weeks, almost reaching the level of April 1. Steel mills 
operated at approximately 95 per cent of capacity 
throughout the month, while production of automobiles 
and trucks dropped to an average weekly rate of 100,000 
units. 

The labor relations picture changed suddenly in April, 
with the occurrence of two unprecedented major strikes. 
The “mourning period,” decreed during Easter week by 
John L. Lewis for the victims of the Centralia, Illinois, 
mine disaster, and the “safety strike” he called the follow- 
ing week cost the nation 17,000,000 to 20,000,000 tons of 
soft coal. At 6 A.M. April 7, one-third of the American 
Telephone and Telegraph company’s 26,500,000 telephones 
went dead, except for emergency service, as more than 
300,000 workers in all but nine states walked out in the 
industry's first nation-wide strike’ for a general $12 
weekly wage increase and other concessions. 

By the end of the month, however, the telephone strike 
remained as the only major labor dispute, and it appeared 
that a new wave of cost-of-living strikes similar to those 
which paralyzed industry a year ago had been averted. 
The 15 cent an hour wage increase agreed upon by the 
United Electrical Workers, third largest union in the CIO 
framework, was followed by similar agreements made by 
the CLO United Steel Workers and United Auto Workers. 
The 15 cent pattern thus established was used in most 
of the many agreements made during the rest of the month 
—an 1114 cent or 1214 cent straight pay boost, with the 
remainder in holidays and vacations. 

In spite of wage increases, the President’s campaign 


against the high cost of living received widely scattered 
support. Manufacturers of such diverse lines as wire and 
soap, radio-phonographs and vegetable shortening, vol- 
untarily reduced their prices, while a number of retailers 
experimented with the “Newburyport Plan” of cutting 
prices a flat 10 per cent. In addition, consumer resistance 
to high prices was stiffened by all the anti-inflation talk. 

The BLS general index for 28 sensitive basic com- 
modities (August, 1939 = 100) decreased from 330.3 on 
April 1 to 305.7 on April 30, or 7.4 per cent. The index 
for foodstuffs decreased from 406.9 on April 1 to 359.8 
on April 30, or 11.6 per cent. The BLS index for 889 
principal commodities (1926 = 100) decreased from 148.8 
on April 5 to 146.8 on April 26, or 1.3 per cent. 

According to a Department of Agriculture report, 
there are signs that the wartime farm land boom is sub- 
siding. In the 12-month period ending March 1, prices for 
the country as a whole increased 12 per cent, but in the 
far western states values leveled off during the last four 
months of that period. The average price of farm land on 
March 1 was 92 per cent above the prewar (1935-39) 
average. 

The Department of Agriculture has also reported that 
the record-breaking movement of wheat to Europe in re- 
cent months has depleted stocks in this country to ex- 
tremely low levels. There were only 140,000,000 bushels 
on farms as of April 1, but indications are that 1947 
production will be sufficient for all home needs with some 
to spare. A record winter wheat crop of 973,047,000 
bushels and a probable spring wheat crop of 265,000,000 
bushels are anticipated. 


HIGH LIGHTS OF ILLINOIS BUSINESS— APRIL 


The Illinois labor outlook was brightened considerably 
by the settlement of the 18-month-old strike on the Toledo, 
Peoria, and Western railroad. This dispute was listed by 
the United States Department of Labor as the longest 
current strike in the nation. The thirteen railroad brother- 
hoods involved first struck in December, 1941, but re- 
sumed operations in the spring of 1942 under government 
supervision. The latest strike, which began October 1, 
1945, was a demand for increased wages. The cost of the 
strike has been estimated by-a railroad spokesman at more 
than $2,000,000 in revenue for the company and at 
more than $1,000,000 in wages for the employees. The 
terms of the new contract, signed April 22, provide rates 
of pay and working rules currently in effect on other rail- 
roads and also stipulate that the strikers lose no seniority. 

Claimants for unemployment compensation in Illinois 
for the twelve months ended March 31, 1947, totaled 
504,969, an increase of 10 per cent from the 457,395 
persons who filed claims during the preceding twelve 
months, according to the Illinois state director of labor. 
The weekly average hit a high of 116,900 claimants in 
June and a low of 43,000 in November. 

Farm prices in Illinois dropped slightly during the 


month ended April 15. According to the monthly report 


of the State and Federal departments of agriculture, the 
decline was caused principally by reduced prices for meat 
animals, oil-bearing crops, and dairy products. The mid- 
April farm price index stood 286 per cent above the 
1910-14 index and was down 2 per cent from the March 
figure. Prices for meat animals were down 7 per cent; oil- 


bearing crops,.6 per cent; and dairy products, 3 per cent. 
Food grains were steady at the mid-March level. Higher 
prices for feed grains, hay, poultry, and eggs partially 
offset the decreases. Corn prices climbed from $1.53 to 
$1.67 a bushel during the period, whereas soybeans 
dropped from $3.85 to $3.65 a bushel. 

The number of cattle on feed for market in Illinois 
April 1 increased 20 per cent above the number last year, 
the largest percentage increase in ten years. Cattle feeders 
say they have marketed 10 per cent more cattle in the first 
three months of 1947 than they had previously planned. 

Governor Dwight H. Green has asked the Illinois Gen- 
eral Assembly to approve a record $948,621,160 State 
budget for the biennium beginning July 1. The proposed 
budget, which exceeds that of the current period by 
about $160 millions, would make the next two fiscal years 
the most expensive in the history of the State. However, 
according to the Governor, the State would need no new 
or increased taxes; in fact, if State income hits the ex- 
pected level, Illinois will have a $146,824,872 surplus in 
June, 1949; this surplus would include unappropriated 
general and special funds. The total budget is broken 
down into an $822,164,160 operating budget, covering reg- 
ular State expenses, and a $126,457,000 capital improve- 
ments budget, covering recommended building. The Gov- 
ernor has advised a 10 per cent salary raise for all State 
employees “to meet the increased cost of living and to 
enable the State departments to fill vacancies in their 
staffs and to retain competent personnel.” 
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Percentage Changes, March, 1946, to March, 1947 


General Summary 


Annual changes for March were in about the same pat- 
tern as last month, although generally lower, whereas 
most groups reported sizable monthly gains from the 
February level. 

Building permits continued to show increasingly 
greater declines on a twelve-month basis as March valu- 
ations aggregated only 43 per cent of the total for a year 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN ILLINOIS BUSINESS 


March, 1947 


Percentage 


Indicators Change from 1935- 
1939 = 
March Feb. 
1946 | 1947 | 100 

+10.8 | +25.6 | 283.5 
Building permits*................ —57.1 | +97.4 | 359.4 
—11.7 | + 6.0] 157.4 
Construction contracts awarded*...| + 7.4 | +68.3 | 263.6 
Department store sales®..........| + 7.0 | +29.0| 265.5 
Employment, manufacturing?.....| +15.6 | — 0.5 | 132.0 
+48.0;} +10.1 262.9 
Life insurance sales (ordinary)’....| — 4.9 | + 7.3 | 196.6 
Pay rolls, manufacturing?......... +29.6 | — 0.6 | 270.7 
Petroleum production®............ 8.2| + 9.9] 262.4 


*Board of Governors of Federal Reserve System; "Illinois 
Department of Labor; ‘Illinois Department of Mines and 
Minerals; ‘F. W. Dodge Corporation; ‘Bureau of the Census; 
“Illinois Cooperative Crop Reporting Service; "Life Insurance 
Agency Management Association; *State Geological Survey. 


ago, while construction contracts awarded also showed , 
smaller annual margin than last month. Life insurange 
sales dropped below the level of a year previous for the 
first time in almost three years, marking a decline jp 
savings with higher prices on cost-of-living items. Farm 
prices remained at a high level, however, jumping to 
almost one and one-half times the figure for a year ago 
and still rising rapidly. 

Greatest monthly increases were reported for building 
permits and construction contract awards, as new-building 
demands continued, and department store sales, with pre. 
Easter buying at its peak. 


WHOLESALE PRICES 


Wholesale prices in the United States continued to set 
new records, rising to 149.6 for all commodities in March, 
This index, covering 889 items, was 3.5 per cent above 
the February level and up 37.4 per cent for the year. 
Increases for the month ranged from 0.5 per cent for 
hides and leathers to 7.2 per cent for farm products. 
Grain prices jumped 19 per cent, with demand stimulated 
by the government’s flour-purchase program and expecta- 
tion of large export demands following the Hoover re- 
port on food conditions abroad. Market shipments also 
were restricted by bad weather and boxcar shortages, 
and.livestock and poultry prices showed substantial gains, 
Declines in dairy products failed to influence food prices, 
which rose 3.5 per cent. Crude petroleum and petroleum 
products reported the fifth sharp advance since decontrol, 
with fuel and lighting materials up 3.0 per cent, while 


other substantial gains occurred in fats, oils, and soaps,, 


because of scarcity and higher costs of raw materials, and 
several chemicals, short on containers. Cattle feed prices 
rose more than 33 per cent in the month. 

Annual margins were slightly larger than last month 
for all groups except textile products, with food prices 
still highest. ‘ 


WHOLESALE PRICE INDEXES 


March, 1947 
Percentage Change 
Commodity from Index 
1926= 
March Feb. 100 
1946 1947 

All commodities............ +37.4 +3.5 149.6 
+53.2 +3.5 167.6 
Hides and leather products.....} +45.7 +0.5 174.6 
+33.3 +1.2 139.6 
Fuel and lighting materials... .| +18.6 +3.0 100.8 
Metals and metal products.... . +29.7 +1.4 140.6 
Building materials............ +42.1 +1.5 177.5 
Chemicals and allied products. .|_ +37.7 +2.2 132.2 
House furnishing goods........ +17.7 +1.0 125.8 
Miscellaneous commodities. ... . +20.6 +4.0 115.3 
ere +35.4 +5.4 163.2 
Semimanufactured articles. .... +45.3 +2.7 145.9 
Manufactured articles......... +37 .3 +2.6 143.5 

All commodities other than . 
+37.5 +2.4 142.2 

All commodities other than 

farm products and foods... .. +28.5 +2.1 131.3 


Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
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FINANCE. 


Bank Debits 


(Bank debits represent the dollar value of checks drawn 
against individual bank deposits. Approximately 90 per 
cent of all goods, property, and services is paid for by 
such checks. Bank debits are therefore regarded as indi- 
cators of the general trend of business. They are not so 
indicative when applied solely to New York and Chicago, 
since great transfers of funds take place between those 
cities, but changes in bank debits of Illinois cities other 
than Chicago are significant to the busi:.essman.) 

The 15 reporting Illinois cities showed total bank 
debits of $8,834,337,000 for March, jumping 25.6 per cent 
from the February level to about the same volume as last 
December. This figure was slightly more than 10 per cent 
higher than a year ago. Increases for the month ranged 
from 6.1 per cent in Peoria to 29.7 per cent in Decatur, 
while annual gains were as great as 46.8 per cent (in East 
St. Louis and National Stock Yards). 

Monthly increases in the Chicago and St. Louis Fed- 
eral Reserve Districts showed considerable divergence, 
with reports of a 23.7 per cent jump in the former and a 
10.9 per cent gain in the latter, as all districts combined 
advanced 14.4 per cent. Annually, both districts were up 
about 18 per cent, although the United States as a whole 
rose only 7 per cent. 


Life Insurance Sales 


(Life insurance sales data are related to the financial con- 
ditions of individuals and particularly businessmen, because 
life insurance contracts are a form of savings.) 

March sales of ordinary life insurance in Illinois 
totaled $92,834,000, 7.3 per cent above the February vol- 
ume but down 4.9 per cent on an annual basis for the 
first time in almost three years. Cumulative figures for 
the first quarter of 1947 were 6.6 per cent above those 
for January-March, 1946, however. In the United States 
as a whole, monthly and annual changes in sales were 
slightly more favorable than in Illinois, although cumu- 
lative figures for the three months were up only 5.9 per 
cent. 


POSTAL RECEIPTS IN ILLINOIS CITIES 
Percentage Change 
City March from 
1947 March February 
1946 1947 
$ 19,956 — 0.6 
57,852 +10.0 — 1.8 
57 ,846 —12.1 — 4.8 
14,272 + 5.3 +25.2 
39 ,629 4+-26.1 +15.7 
8,015,140 + 8.2 +13.0 
60 ,684 + 7.2 + 7.3 
27,946 +22.1 +19.5 
24,327 +10.6 +14.4 
9,465 +11.4 — 3.2 
49 ,556 +28.0 +12.6 
17 ,860 — 5.0 — 7.0 
51,067 +20.9 7.3 
Mount Vernon........... 12,254 +35.3 +28.0 
132,219 + 1.9 + 9.4 
47 ,699 +14.1 + 5.7 
133,390 — 4.9 + 8.1 
46,124 +22.4 + 8.9 
158,051 — 1.8 + 4.4 


* Figures not available. 


Cash Farm Income 


Cash receipts from farm marketings in Illinois totaled 
$143,809,000 in January, up 3.7 per cent from December 
income and 57.4 per cent greater than receipts in January, 
1946. Total cash farm income for the United States was 
slightly over two billion dollars in January, down more 
than 13 per cent for the month but almost 40 per cent 
above last year’s figure. 


BANK DEBITS IN FIFTEEN ILLINOIS CITIES 
(000 omitted from dollar amounts) 


Percentage Change 
City March March February March, 1947, from 
1947 1946 1947 March February 
1946 1947 

$8 ,834 , 337 $7 ,973 415 $7 ,033 ,999 +10.8 +25.6 
40 , 393 33,443 34,794 +20.8 +16.1 
5 8,079 ,357 7,386,014 6,387 ,837 + 9.4 +26.5 
East St. Louis and National Stock Yards.......... 102,100 69,561 87,187 +46.8 +17.1 
ER 21,673 17,932 19,101 +20.9 +13.5 
26,844 24 ,856 23,178 + 8.0 +15.8 
64,615 51,384 50,789 +25.7 +27.2 


Source: Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System. 
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PRODUCTION 
Coal 


March production of coal in Illinois mines topped Feb- 
ruary tonnage by 6.0 per cent, but fell 11.7 per cent short 
of the figure for a year ago. The 92 reporting mines 
showed an output of 5,722,631 tons, despite continued 
car shortages and general unrest among the workers to- 
ward the end of the month. 

Strip mines showed the greatest increase in produc- 
tion, with 21 turning out 1,477,259 tons during the month, 
while the 71 shaft mines accounted for 4,245,372 tons. 
A total of 23,791 men worked an average of 21 days dur- 
ing the month in all mines. 

Cumulative figures for the first three months of 1947 
showed aggregate output of 17,077,417 tons, a decline of 
7.1 per cent from production during the comparable 
period of 1946. 


Petroleum 


Old and new oil and gas fields in Illinois reported a net 
increase of 9.9 per cent in production between February 
and March. Output for the month, 5,912,000 barrels, was 
still 8.2 per cent below the figure for a year ago, however, 
and aggregate production for the first three months of the 
year, 17,387,000 barrels, was down 7.1 per cent from pro- 
duction during the comparable period of 1946. 

A total of 112 new producing wells were completed in 
March, as compared with 81 in February and 97 a year 
ago. To date in 1947, 280 new wells have begun pro- 
duction. 


Electric Power 


(Electric power production is generally accepted as indic- 
ative of business activity; however, it is a measure of 
industrial output rather than of general business. Produc- 
tion differs from consumption by the amount of interstate 
transfers.) 

Federal Power Commission reports indicated produc- 
tion of 1,289,459,000 kilowatt hours of electric energy for 
public use in February. This volume was 9 per cent below 
that for January, with three fewer days in the month, 
but showed a gain of almost 27 per cent over production 
in February, 1946. 

The highest February total on record, 19,615,553,000 
kilowatt hours, was reported by all public utilities in the 
United States for this month, with a margin of 21.1 per 
cent over production a year ago despite the 9.3 per cent 
drop from the January level. 


CONSTRUCTION 
Building Permits 


(As a measure of business activity, building permits serve 
to measure building operations planned rather than actual 
construction under way. Care must be taken in interpret- 
ing these data to allow for the lag which may occur be- 
tween the issuance of the permit and the commencement 
of the actual construction work. However, the status of 
construction is vital to labor because of the large body 
of workers engaged directly in erecting buildings and be- 
cause all workers are concerned in obtaining suitable 
dwellings at reasonable costs.) 


March valuations of building permits in the 209 re- 
porting Illinois cities were almost double the February 


volume, jumping 97.4 per cent to $20,735,207. Valuatiens 
dropped 57 per cent on an annual basis, however, an eyen 
greater decline than in the past few months. 

All groups showed large gains for the month, led by 
a 120.3 per cent advance in new residential building. Vai 
uations of new nonresidential building were up 86.5 per 
cent, while additions, alterations, and repairs rose 677 
per cent. 

New nonresidential building showed the greatest de. 
cline for the 12-month period, 74.2 per cent, as additions, 
alterations, and repairs and new residential building 
dropped 41.2 per cent and 37.2 per cent, respectively, 

Only new nonresidential building in the downstate 
cities showed a decline for the month, despite an advance 
in the number of permits, as all other classifications. and 
areas reported increases. Valuations were down generally 
on an annual basis. 

Twelve large projects received permits in March, six 
of them in Chicago: warehouses, two factories, a 
manufacturing and office building, and a factory addition, 
Other projects included a factory in Bensenville, a steel 
processing building in Evanston, an addition to a sem- 
inary in Hillside, a commercial garage in River Forest, 
a factory in Aurora, and a school in Danville. 


Construction Contracts Awarded 


(The record of the valuation of actual contracts awarded 
is even more indicative of construction activity than build- 
ing permits. Permits indicate intentions to build, but con- 
tracts awarded are much more definite indications that 
the work will actually be accomplished.) 

Contracts valued at $43,799,000 were awarded for vari- 
ous projects in Illinois in March, an advance of more than 
68 per cent over the February volume, and 7.4 per cent 
greater than in March, 1946, 

Nonresidential building awards more than doubled i in 
value in the month, while residential and public works 
and utilities construction rose 45.7 per cent and 28.1 per 
cent, respectively. Annually, however, residential contracts 
showed the greatest increase, with valuations of slightly 
more than twice those of March, 1946, while public works 
and utilities reported only a 7.8 per cent advance, and 
nonresidential construction fell to 66 per cent of last 
year’s volume. 

The 37 states east of the Rockies reported a record 
first-quarter high of $1,610,580,000 in investment com- 
mitments for construction. Primarily responsible for the 
high volume was a total of $748,691,000 in residential 
contracts for 96,167 dwelling units, a gain of 60 per cent 
in value and 43 per cent in unit-volume over the first 
quarter of 1946, 


CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS AWARDED 
IN ILLINOIS 


(000 omitted from dollar amounts) 


Percentage Change 
Mar., 1947, from 
Type of Construction March March Feb. 
1947 1946 1947 
March Feb. 
1946 1947 
Total Construction. ..| $43,799 | $40,785 | $26,017 | + 7.4 +68.3 
Total Building......... 40,469 | 37,695 | 23,417] + 7.4] +72.8 
Residential.......... 22,929 | 11,088 | 15,733 |}4+106.8 | +45.7 
Nonresidential....... 17,540 26,607 7,684 | —34.1 +128.3 
Public Works and 
pe 3,330 3,090 2,600 | + 7.8 +28.1 
Source: F. W. Dodge Corporation, 
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RETAIL TRADE 


Department Stores 


(Department store statistics are well recognized and fre- 
quently used by businessmen as a measure of trading, 
activity and retail distribution. Since department stores 
handle a broad and varied line of merchandise the volume 
of their sales is considered a rather reliable reflection of 
purchasing power.) 

March sales in the 35 reporting Illinois independent 
department stores were 29 per cent greater than in Feb- 
ruary, aS spring storms and cold weather abated to some 
degree and pre-Easter buying reached its peak. The pros- 
pect of future price reductions tended to cause hesitancy 
on the part of many prospective purchasers, and annual 
gains, which should have been large with the closer prox- 
imity of the holiday, were only 7 per cent. Whether any 
actual advance in unit sales took place is highly question- 


RETAIL SALES OF ILLINOIS INDEPENDENT 
STORES BY KIND OF BUSINESS 


Percentage Change 
Mar., 1947, from 
Kind of Business 
March Feb. 
1946 1947 
DEPARTMENT STORES. +7 +29 
OTHER KINDS OF BUSINESS: 

Grocery and combination stores........ +10 + 8 
Grocery stores (without fresh meat)..| +14 +12 
Combination stores (groceries, meats)| + 9 +7 
Meat markets, fish markets............ +13 + 3 
Fish (sea food) markets............. --13 +10 
Candy, nut, confectionery stores. ...... + 6 + 5 
Dairy products stores, milk dealers... .. +12 + § 
Eating and Drinking Places............. — 2 +12 
Restaurants, cafeterias, lunchrooms.... . 0 +11 
General Stores (with food).............. +7 +11 
Liquor Stores (packaged goods).......... —15 + 8 
Book and Stationery Stores.............. +20 +4 
Office, Store, School Supply Dealers......| +28 +4 
Dry Goods and General Mdse. Stores.....| + 6 +17 

Men's, boys’ clothing and furnishings 
Family clothing stores. ............... + 8 +44 
Women's ready-to-wear stores......... — 3 +38 
Motor-vehicle dealers................. +195 +14 
Accessory, tire, battery dealers......... —13 +30 
Furniture-Household-Radio Group.......}| +15 +19 
Radio-household appliance dealers... . . . +62 + 8 
Lumber-Building-Hardware Group. ...... + 6 +18 
+1 +15 
Lumber-building materials dealers... .. . + 5 +19 
Paint, glass, wallpaper stores.......... +13 +63 


able, if the currently higher level of prices is considered. 

The nine reporting independent department stores in 
Chicago, representing more than half of the total depart- 
ment store dollar volume of sales in the State, showed 
slightly larger gains than for the rest of Illinois: 30 per 
cent from the February level, and 8 per cent from the 
March, 1946, figure. 


Other Kinds of Business 


Sales in the other 3,786 reporting Illinois independent 
retail stores showed a much smaller monthly advance 
than department stores, with all trade, including the 
latter, up only 16 per cent from February volume. An- 
nual gains were considerably larger, however, with sales 
in all stores combined up 18 per cent as compared with 
the 7 per cent increase for department stores alone. 

Monthly gains were greatest in decorating and apparel 
groups. Paint, glass, and wallpaper store sales increased 
63 per cent, while floor coverings shops also reported 
sizable advances. Shoe stores and family clothing stores 
showed the largest increases in the apparel group, up 
more than 40 per cent, with ready-to-wear clothing for 
both men and women also in great demand. Gains in other 
lines were much smaller, with sales in two groups (fuel 
and ice dealers and furriers and fur shops) declining 
from the February volume. 

Motor vehicle dealers still showed the largest annual 
margin, with sales at almost three times the volume of 
March, 1946. Other sizable gains were reported for radio 
and household appliance dealers, 62 per cent, and floor 
coverings stores, 44 per cent. Declines were scattered, 
ranging from 2 per cent to 15 per cent, while one group, 
restaurants, cafeterias, and lunchrooms, showed no 
change. 

In Chicago, sales in the 2,221 reporting independent 
stores other than department stores showed smaller gains 
than for the rest of the State, although individual groups 
reported similar trends with only small variations. Florists 
and bookstores, however, declined slightly from the Feb- 
ruary level. 


RETAIL SALES OF INDEPENDENT STORES 
IN SELECTED ILLINOIS CITIES 


Percentage Change 
March, 1947, from 
Cities 
March | February 
1946 1947 
+ 3 +20 
Moline-Rock Island .. +21 +24 


Source: Bureau of the Census. 


Source: Bureau of the Census. 
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EMPLOYMENT AND PAYROLLS 


(Factory employment data are collected from reports 
made by cooperating firms. The changes are recorded 
month by month from data supplied by identical firms; 
thus the change in employment in one month is on a 
comparable basis with the previous month. 

Pay rolls refer to the amount of money paid to wage 
earners employed in the reporting establishments. There 
are many other sources of income besides pay rolls. 
Therefore, the value of the pay-roll data depends upon 
the type of employment and income of the area. The pay- 
roll funds flow mainly into consumption-goods markets.) 

The Illinois Department of Labor sample of firms em- 
ploying more than 900,000 wage earners in the State 
reported declines in both employment and pay rolls in 
March for the first time in more than a year. Decreases 
were small, however, only 0.3 per cent in number of 
workers and 0.6 per cent in wage payments. 

Manufacturing firms were responsible for the decrease 
in employment, dropping 5 per cent in the month, while 
pay rolls were down 0.6 per cent in these establishments 
as well as in all combined. Most groups showed declines 
in one or both items, with scattered increases of less than 
one per cent, although wood and allied products and the 


miscellaneous group reported fair-sized gains in both pay 
rolls and employment. Annual margins for these firms 
(employing more than two-thirds of all production and re. 
‘lated workers in the State), 15.6 per cent in number of 
employees and almost twice as much, 29.6 per cent, ip 
wage disbursements, were not as great as last month, 
but slightly larger than in January. 

A sample of almost 3,400 nonmanufacturing establish. 
ments, on the other hand, reported a slight advance of 
0.1 per cent in labor force in March, although pay rolls 
were down as much as in the manufacturing group, 06 
per cent. Wholesale and retail trade and the miscellaneoys 
group showed fair-sized gains, whereas mining employ- 
ment and pay rolls in public utilities dropped noticeably, 

Average weekly earnings in all reporting establish. 
ments dropped slightly between mid-February and mid. 
March to a level of $50.78. Manufacturing industries 
showed earnings at about the same level as in February — 
an average of $52.13 for both sexes combined, with $5685 
for men and $37.95 for women. Weekly earnings in non- 
manufacturing firms, however, dropped fifteen cents to an 
average of $47.30 for the month. 


PERCENTAGE CHANGES AND INDEXES OF EMPLOYMENT AND PAY 
ROLLS FOR ILLINOIS REPORTING ESTABLISHMENTS BY CITY 


Percentage Change February 15- March 15, 1947 March, 1947, indexes 

° (1935-1939 = 100) 

All Reporting Manufacturing Manufacturing 

City-Area Establishments Establishments Establishments 

Employment Pay Rolls Employment Pay Rolls Employment Pay Rolls 

THE STATE —0.3 —0.6 —0.5 —0.6 132.0 270.7 
CHICAGO METROPOLITAN AREA.. —0.1 —0.6 —0.2 —0.6 140.1 288.2 
Waukegan-North Chicago.............. -—0.7 +1.4 —0.9 
DOWRSTATE AREA . —0.8 —0.6 —1.0 —0.7 118.2 241.5 
Alton-Wood River area................ 0.0 —3.9 +0.0 —4.0 177.7 368.2 
Bloomington-Normal.................. +8.4 +5.8 +10.7 +7.4 124.6 239.6 
ee —8.3 —5.2 —9.2 —5.4 74.3 153.7 
+0.1 +2.5 +0.6 +2.8 124.2 269.4 
Best St. Lows —3.5 —4.2 —4.8 —4.1 116.4 215.8 
—0.1 —3.4 —0.1 —3.8 108.9 222.3 
Freeport ..... . +0.8 +1.6 +0.9 +1.8 90.5 187.5 
—4.6 +3.6 —4.6 +3.6 126.0 235.7 
Kankakee-Bradley area................ +1.9 +1.6 +2.2 +0.8 143.5 328.2 
LaSalle-Peru-Oglesby area.............. —0.5 —0.6 —0.5 —0.7 120.1 238.1 
-1.3 +0.1 —1.6 +0.3 157.8 264.2 
—0.3 —1.8 —0.5 —2.1 135.4 237.0 
—-1.5 —1.6 —1.6 —1.6 144.6 339.8 
—2.0 —1.6 —2.0 -1.7 126.2 244.1 
—2.0 —2.3 —2.4 —2.1 250.4 482.8 
+0.7 —0.6 +0.4 —0.7 112.8 265.2 
—0.2 +0.5 —0.3 +0.8 93.8 187.7 


Source: Illinois Department of Labor. 
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CONSUMERS’ PRICES 


Chicago Indexes 


(The consumers’ price index is a barometer, not a measure 
of the total amount spent for family living. The price index 
measures the changes in prices of food, clothing, rent, 
fyel, house furnishings, transportation, personal services, 
and a variety of miscellaneous goods purchased by fam- 
ilies of moderate income. Cost of food accounts for 
over 40 per cent of the index. The index does not measure 
changes in the expenditures of the average family for 
consumers’ goods and services. It measures only the 
changes in family expenditures resulting from price 


changes. The index is very important when related to. 


consumers’ earnings.) 

The Chicago index of consumers’ prices jumped 2.2 
per cent between February and March, resuming the up- 
ward trend briefly interrupted by declines in food prices. 
The new peak of 156.2 was 22.0 per cent above the level 
of March, 1946. 

Food prices rose for the first time since November, 
advancing 4.1 per cent in the month. Clothing also showed 
a fair-sized gain, 2.4 per cent, with higher prices on men’s 
wool suits and women’s percale and rayon dresses, while 
fuel, electricity and ice, house furnishings, and the mis- 
cellaneous group all reported increases of less than 1 
per cent. 

Annual margins were slightly larger than last month 
for all groups except clothing, which remained the same. 


CHANGES IN CHICAGO INDEXES 


March, 1947 
Commodity Percentage Change from hadiee 
March February 
1946 1947 

+37.6 +4.1 190.8 

Fuel, electricity, and ice.. + 6.5 +0.3 110.7 
House furnishings....... +25.6 +0.6 173.3 
Miscellaneous.......... +11.3 +0.4 135.3 


* Not surveyed monthly. ; 
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Chicago Regional 
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Retail Food Prices 


Food prices in all three Illinois cities showed consider- 
able gains for the month, with very few declines among 
the different groups. 

Chicago food prices rose 4.1 per cent from February 
levels, as fats and oils jumped more than 12 per cent and 
other large gains were reported for fresh fruits and veg- 
etables, meats, and eggs, up 5 per cent or more. Only 
sugar and sweets showed no change. On an annual basis, 
fats and oils, meats, and beverages were chiefly respon- 
sible for the 37.6 per cent gain in “all foods.” 

In Peoria, prices jumped 7.2:per cent in the month, 
almost twice as much as in the other two cities, led by 
large advances in meats, fresh produce, beverages, and 
fats and oils. Dairy products showed the only decline, a 
scant 0.2 per cent. The annual margin of 37.0 per cent 
in March was almost as great as those reported in Chi- 
cago and Springfield, with the same groups showing the 
greatest gains. Fresh produce, however, dropped 0.6 per 
cent in the year. 

Fats and oils and fresh produce led price gains in 
Springfield, while beverages also contributed to the all- 
item increase of 4.0 per cent. Two declines were re- 
ported — eggs, down 6.7 per cent, and dried fruits and 
vegetables, down 2.6 per cent. Large annual gains in 
cereals and bakery goods and sugar and sweets were 
added to those in fats and oils, beverages, and meats, to 
place prices on a level 40.4 per cent above that of a 
year ago. 


Office. 
| PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL FOOD COSTS 
Percentage Change March, 1947, from 
Commodity Group March, 1946 February, 1947 
Chicago Peoria Springfield Chicago Peoria Springfield 

Cereals and bakery goods.................... +37.1 +31.5 +49.6 + 0.9 + 0.8 + 1.6 
ds +62.3 +59.5 +62.2 + 6.0 +13.0 + 3.9 
ded +31.8 +35.6 +32.9 + 1.5 — 0.2 + 2.3 
+23.0 |. +29.2 +26.3 + 5.0 + 5.4 — 6.7 
+14.7 +10.4 +11.2 + 5.1 + 7.2 + 6.7 

th + 6.9 — 0.6 + 2.2 + 7.2 +10.3 +11.6 

45:2 +34.5 +30.6 +26.4 + 0.2 + 2.8 + 0.8 

+58.6 +39.9 +36.9 + 0.5 + 2.9 — 2.6 
+48.5 +52.0 +64 .3 + 3.2 + 9.6 + 4.3 
+32.0 +36.1 +41.1 0.0 + 5.0 + 1.8 


Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Chicago Regional Office. 
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BUSINESS CONDITIONS IN ILLINOIS CITIES 


ALTON (Pop. Est. 40,000 ) 


(Alton, on the Mississippi River, is in a highly industrialized area 
which produces glass bottles and specialties, steel and brass products, 
ammunition, shoes and leather products, tools and mining equipment, 
lead ingots, paperboard and boxboard, clothing, construction materials, 
flour and feed, and gasoline and petroleum products. Several large 
refineries are located in the area.) 

No change in employment, and a 3.9 per cent decline in 
pay rolls resulting from reductions in glass and glass products, 
leather tanning, and petroleum refining firms were reported 
for this area in March. Postal receipts were slightly below 
the February volume, whereas bank debits rose 84 per cent 
for the month and 20.2 per cent for the year, and building 
permits were almost four times the February valuations. Retail 
trade showed gains of 14 per cent and 11 per cent for the 
month and year, respectively. 


AURORA ( Pop. Est. 48,500 ) 


(Aurora, an important city in the Fox River Valley, presents a diver- 
sified list of industries engaged in manufacturing railroad coaches, con- 
veying, pumping and road machinery, steel furniture, tools, hardware 
Specialties, aluminum ingots, auto accessories, textile and dairy 
products.) 

March declines of 0.7 per cent in employment and 1.7 per 
cent in pay rolls were chiefly attributed to decreased activity 
in the sheet iron and tin plate industry. Postal receipts 
dropped 1.8 per cent in the month but gained 10.0 per cent in 
the year, as bank debits jumped 16.2 per cent and 21.5 per 
cent in the same periods. A proposed new factory sent build- 
ing permit valuations up 684 per cent, while department store 
sales rose 33.8 per cent from February and 14.1 per cent 
from March, 1946. 


BELLEVILLE (Pop Est. 32,000 ) 


(Belleville is an important industrial city producing stoves, drinking 
fountains, bricks, caskets, castings, chemicals, beer, shingle-cutting 
and mining machinery, enameled wire, flour, leather products, shoes, 
stencil machines, and men’s and women’s clothing. Coal mining is 
another industry.) 

_A diverse trend in the heating and plumbing industry con- 
tributed to the 0.6 per cent decline in employment and 2.6 per 
cent advance in pay rolls in March. Postal receipts dropped 
1.1 per cent in the month but were 18.7 per cent above the 
volume last March, while building permits fell to less than 
half the February valuations. Retail trade showed gains of 
22 per cent and 8 per cent on a monthly and annual basis. 


BLOOMINGTON (Pop. Est. 33,000 ) 


(Bloomington, in the midst of a rich farming area, is an important 
producer of oil heaters, electric refrigerators, air conditioning and 
ventilating furnaces, stoves, boilers, washing machines 
and ironers, railroad equipment, dairy products, canned vegetables, 
and candy. Railroad shops.) 

Gains in heating and plumbing equipment, machinery and 
machine tools, and railway car building and repair firms 
caused March increases of 84 per cent in employment and 
5.8 per cent in pay rolls. Postal receipts dropped 4.8 per cent 
and 12.1 per cent for the month and year, respectively, where- 
as bank debits rose 16.1 per cent and 20.8 per cent in the same 
periods. Building permit valuations were down one-third. 


CHAMPAIGN-URBANA ( Pop. 37,366 ) 


(Champaign-Urbana, home of the University of Illinois, is located in a 
rich agricultural region. Chief among the products of the area are 
academic and athletic equipment, butter, construction and road-build- 
ing machinery, concrete products, forgings and castings, gloves, soy- 
bean products, and trailers.) 

Twenty-five establishments reported 2.2 per cent fewer 
workers but 0.3 per cent greater pay rolls in March than in 
February, with greatest diversity among manufacturing firms. 
Postal receipts rose 15.7 per cent in Champaign and 22.0 per 
cent in Urbana for the month, and were up 26.1 per cent and 
11.4 per cent, respectively, for the year, while combined bank 
debits jumped 26.0 per cent from February and 31.2 per cent 
from March, 1946. Building permit valuations were 85 per 
cent higher than in February. 


CHICAGO ( Pop. Est. 3,450,000 ) 


(Chicago, the second largest city in the United States, is the terminus 
of 39 railroads, —s 23 trunk lines, and it has 21 airports within 
a 20-mile radius. It is the livestock and grain market of the world and 
the largest mail order distributing center. Chicago leads the world in 
the production of meat products, telephone equipment, furniture, agri- 


cultural implements, jewelry, foundry products, railroad supplies, gas 
and electric appliances, machinery, musical instruments, and radio and 
auto accessories.) 

Decreased activity in the bookbinding and publishing, job 
printing, machinery and machine tool, and meat-packing jp. 
dustries offset other gains, with net March declines of 0.1 per 
cent in employment and 0.2 per cent in pay rolls. Postal re. 
ceipts and bank debits advanced 13.0 per cent and 26.5 per 
cent, respectively, in the month, and 8.2 per cent and 94 per 
cent in the year. Building permits were more than double the 
February valuations, and retail trade showed gains of 15 per 
cent and 17 per cent for the month and year. A 4.1 per cen 
increase in food prices sent consumers’ prices up 2.2 per cent 
from February, while annual gains of 37.6 per cent for the 
former and 22.0 per cent for the latter were reported. 


DANVILLE ( Pop. Est. 40,000 ) 


(Danville has a diversified list of industries, including coal mi 
clay products, textiles, coal-mining machinery, foundry and machine 
shop products, leather, hardware, lumber, furnaces, hemp products, 
and food processing.) 

A drop of 83 per cent in employment and 5.2 per cent 
lower pay rolls were reported for March, following closing 
of a shoe factory. Postal receipts were up about 9 per cent on 
both a monthly and annual basis, while bank debits advanced 
23 per cent from February and 24 per cent from last March, 
Building permit valuations jumped to more than eleven times 
the February volume with the issuance of a permit for a 
proposed new school. 


DECATUR ( Pop. Est. 63,750 ) 


(Decatur, the center of soybean production and processing, is the soy- 
bean capital of the world. The city leads in the processing of corn and 
metals, and is the center of the cotton wash-dress industry. Other im- 
portant industries include foundries, railroad shops, metal companies, 
machine shops, and manufacturers of pharmaceutical, plastic, wood, and 
paper products.) 

Chemicals, explosives,.and soaps and “other groceries” 
manufacturers reported gains for the month, and contributed 
to the March advances of 0.1 per cent in employment and 25 
per cent in pay rolls. Postal receipts were approximately 7 
per cent higher than both last month and a year ago, while 
bank debits showed a 30 per cent gain for the month and a 
27 per cent advance for the year. Building permits dropped to 
71 per cent of the February valuations. Retail trade increased 
18 per cent and department store sales 21 per cent in the 
month, but showed gains of 35 per cent and 13 per cent, 
respectively, for the year. 


EAST ST. LOUIS ( Pop. Est. 80,000 ) 


(East St. Louis is a leader in the State in meat packing. Other im- 
portant industries are chemicals, aluminum, iron and steel foundries 
and machine shops, railroad equipment, zinc smelting, machine tools 
and valves, rubber reclaiming, oil refineries, and rock quarries. " 
general area of East St. Louis is one of the most highly industrialized 
regions of the State.) 


Declines of 3.5 per cent in number of workers and 4.2 per 
cent in wage payments were attributed to sharp reductions in 
slaughtering and meat-packing establishments in March. 


Postal receipts were up 16.2 per cent for the month and 23.9 


per cent for the year, while bank debits advanced 17.1 per 
cent and 46.8 per cent in the same periods. Valuations of 
building permits were more than double the February figure, 
and department stores reported sales up 93 per cent from 
February and 78 per cent from March, 1946, although all 
retail trade advanced only 19 per cent and 28 per cent, re- 
spectively, for the month and year. 


ELGIN ( Pop. Est. 44,000 ) 


(Elgin has important industries producing watches, dairy products, 
thread and yarn, automobile accessories, capping and filling machines, 
water softeners, street sweepers, woodwork, store equipment, ovens, 
cylinders, shoes, clothing, steel cabinets, and tools. Publishing is 
another important industry.) 

Reductions in the watches, clocks, and jewelry industry 
contributed to the declines of 0.1 per cent in number 0 
employees and 3.4 per cent in pay rolls in March. Postal 
receipts dropped 12.0 per cent in the month but gained 84 
per cent in the year, whereas banks reported increases m 
debits of 13.5 per cent from February and 20.9 per cent from 
March, 1946. Valuations of building permits were up 15.6 pet 
cent for the month, and department stores showed monthly and 
annual gains of 29.2 per cent and 8.2 per cent, respectively. 
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FREEPORT ( Pop. Est. 25,065 ) 


port is an important manufacturing center, surrounded by a rich 

in and dairy farm region. Some important industries are insurance 
and the manufacture of batteries, toys, hardware, farm machinery, oil 
indmills, medicines, food products, printing and electrical 


JOLIET (Pop. Est. 50,000 ) 


(Joliet is an important industrial city manufacturing wallpaper, wire, 
roofing, gas ranges, fire brick, horse shoes, packaging machines, 
bakery machinery, chemicals, calendars, cartons, tanks, beer, barrels, 
dairy products and work clothing. Railroad shops, oil refineries, coal 
mines, limestone quarries.) 

Department and variety stores and heating and plumbing 
equipment firms contributed to the gains of 0.3 per cent in 
number of workers and 0.1 per cent in wage payments in 
March, despite small declines in other manufacturing lines. 
Postal receipts and bank debits rose 12.6 per cent and 16.4 
per cent, respectively, for the month, and 28.0 per cent and 
149 per cent for the year. Building permit valuations showed 
only a slight decline of 4.1 per cent from February. Retail 
trade and department store sales jumped more than 20 per 
cent in the month, advancing 29 per cent and 7 per cent, 
respectively, for the year. 


KANKAKEE ( Pop. Est. 24,200 ) 


(Kankakee, located in a rich, diversified farming area, is an important 
manufacturing center for agricultural implements, furniture, textiles, 
building materials, paints, foundry and machine shop products, and 
stone quarries.) 

Agricultural implement and furniture and cabinet work 
firms were responsible for most of the increases of 1.9 per 
cent in employment and 1.6 per cent in pay rolls in this area 
in March. Postal receipts dropped 7 per cent from the 
February volume, and were down 5 per cent on a twelve- 
month basis, while building permit valuations remained at 
about the same level, declining only 1 per cent in the month. 
Department stores reported sales up 37.8 per cent from 
February and 20.3 per cent above the figure for March, 1946. 


MATTOON ( Pop. Est. 20,000 ) 


(Mattoon, a strategically located manufacturing city and the site of 
tailroad shops and truck terminals, is surrounded by a rich grain, live- 
stock, and poultry producing area. Among important articles manu- 
factured are kitchen furniture, restaurant and beauty parlor equipment, 
steel tubing, road grading machinery, fluorescent lamps, clothing, shoes, 
brooms, foundry products, and Diesel engines.) 

Local Chamber of Commerce reports indicated a 5.8 per 
cent advance in number of workers and a 14.2 per cent in- 
crease in wage disbursements in Mattoon in March. In the 
twelve months since March, 1946, employment rose almost 
one-third while pay rolls advanced more than 60 per cent. 
Postal receipts jumped 19.1 per cent from February volume, 
but were still 0.6 per cent below the level of a year ago. Bank 
debits increased 8.4 per cent in the month and stood almost 
25 per cent above last March’s figure. 


PEORIA (Pop. Est. 119,419) 


(Peoria is the largest producer of earth-moving equipment in the 
world. It has large distilleries, chemical plants, agricultural implement 
plants, and stockyards. It also manufactures cotton goods, pharma- 
ceuticals, malleable iron, and steel products such as wire, rods, fencing, 
Stoves and furnaces. Agricultural foods and soybeans are process: 
Peoria is one of the highly diversified industrial cities of the State.) 

Machinery and machine tool firms, employing almost half 
the total number of workers covered in the sample, showed 
lower employment but higher pay rolls in March, as Peoria 
reports indicated a decline of 1.3 per cent in the former and 
a slight advance of 0.1 per cent in the latter. Postal receipts 
and bank debits were up 9.4 per cent and 6.1 per cent, respect- 
ively, for the month, but 1.9 per cent and 37.6 per cent for the 
year, Building permit valuations, at $113,332, were only 61 
per cent of the February figure. Retail trade advanced 26 per 
cent in the month and 9 per cent in the year, while depart- 
ment stores showed greater sales gains on both bases. Food 
prices jumped 7.2 per cent in the month, bringing the March 
index to 37.0 per cent above that of a year ago. 


QUINCY (Pop. Est. 42,000 ) 


(Quincy has iagustent industries producing stoves, ranges, furnaces, 
pumps, industrial trailers, poultry equipment, showcases and store fix- 
tures, shoes, plumbing and steam equipment, machine tools, and elec- 
tronic and broadcasting equipment. Agricultural products are stored 
and processed.) 

_ Decreases of 0.3 per cent in employment and 1.8 per cent 
in wage payments were reported for March, with greatest 
pay-roll declines in boot and shoe and machinery and machine 
tool plants. Postal receipts were up 5.7 per cent for the month 
and 14.1 per cent for the year, while bank debits jumped 15.8 
per cent from February but were only 8.0 per cent above 
March, 1946. Building permit valuations dropped to $227,775, 
considerably above the usual level but only 21 per cent of last 
month’s unusually high figure. Department stores reported 
sales up 40 per cent for the month and 8 per cent higher 
than in March, 1 


ROCKFORD ( Pop. Est. 93,000: Metropolitan 
Area Est. 110,000 ) 


(Rockford is the third largest city of the State. It is an important 
manufacturing center for agricultural machinery, machine tools, piston 
rings, gears, and automobile parts, aluminum castings, furniture, tex- 
tiles, hardware, wood and iron-working machinery, pianos, stoves, 
leather goods, air conditioning and heating equipment.) 

Employment and pay-roll declines of 1.5 per cent and 1.6 
per cent, respectively, in March, were attributed to firms pro- 
ducing flour, feed, and other cereals, knit goods, and ma- 
chinery and machine tools. Postal receipts, although up 8.1 
per cent from February, were 4.9 per cent below the level 
of a year ago, whereas bank debits increased more than 20 
per cent on both bases. Building permits were valued at 
$324,700, a gain of 55.7 per cent over. last month’s valua- 
tions. Department stores reported sales up 46.5 per cent in 
the month before Easter, and 15.3 per cent greater than in 
March, 1946, although electric power sales to ultimate con- 
sumers totaled only 21,559,496 kilowatt hours, 2.8 per cent 
below February volume. 


ROCK ISLAND-MOLINE ( Pop. Est. 87,500 ) 


(The Rock Island-Moline area is the farm implement center of the 
world and produces large quantities of war materiel. Other important 
industries are machine tools, iron and brass foundries, heating and 
ventilating equipment, structural materials, automobile parts and ac- 
cessories, elevators, furniture, insurance, lumber mills, sash and door 
factories, glass and paper products, farm —- — rubber foot- 
wear, oils and paints, textiles, and electric household supplies.) 
General declines in Moline and lessened activity in the 
important agricultural machinery industry in Rock Island led 
to decreases of 1.7 per cent and 2.0 per cent, respectively, in 
employment, and 2.0 per cent and 1.6 per cent in pay rolls in 
the two cities. Postal receipts dropped 7.3 per cent in Moline 
but advanced 8.9 per cent in Rock Island for the month, ris- 
ing more than 20 per cent in both cities for the year. Bank 
debits increased 12.6 per cent from February and 24.7 per 
cent from March, 1946, in Rock Island, with slightly greater 
gains in Moline on both bases. Building permit valuations 
showed extraordinary advances, rising 444 per cent in Moline 
and 1114 per cent in Rock Island in the month. Retail trade 
increases in the two cities were less than department store 
sales gains for the month but greater on an annual basis. 


SPRINGFIELD ( Pop. Est. 85,000 ) 


(Springfield has a number of Federal offices as well as the offices of 
the State Government. It is the home of a number of insurance com- 
panies and regional government offices. Industrially, Springfield has 
a diversified list of concerns manufacturing road and earth-moving 
machinery, agricultural implements, machine tools, and boilers. It is 
also a center of coal mining and the processing of grain and soybeans.) 

The major part of the declines of 2.0 per cent in employ- 
ment and 2.3 per cent in pay rolls was attributed to lessened 
activity in the machinery and machine tool industry in March. 
Postal receipts showed a gain of 4.4 per cent for the month 
but were 1.8 per cent below the figure for a year ago. Bank 
debits, however, were up 27.2 per cent from the February level 
and 25.7 per cent higher than in March, 1946. Building permits, 
valued at $209,525, had more than trebled the February figure. 
Retail trade gains of 11 per cent for the month and 14 per 
cent for the year were more steady than department store 
trade, with sales increases of 44.9 per cent and 5.6 per cent 
in the same periods. Food prices, up 4.0 per cent from Febru- 
ary, advanced 40.4 per cent in the last twelve months. 
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